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Summary:

This report presents the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority’s (“the 
NDA”) draft Business Plan covering the period 2020-2023, to be agreed by 
the Strategic Nuclear and Energy Board.

Recommendation:

That Members of the Board:

1. Review the proposed consultation response and provide final 
comments to be incorporated by no later than 21st February;

2. Delegate authority to the Chair of the Board in cooperation with the 
Portfolio Holder for Nuclear & Corporate Services and Chief Executive 
Officer to approve the final submission of the consultation response.

1. Introduction

1.1. The NDA is mandated under the Energy Act of 2004 to prepare 
annual plans for each financial year which outlines the work being 
carried out towards decommissioning of its sites and allocated 
funding.

1.2. The draft Business Plan for 2020-2023 was published for public 
consultation on the 23rd December 2019 and will close on the 14th 
February 2020. The Council recognises that the consultation period 
was delayed as a result of the early general election. 



1.3. To take into account the Council’s democratic procedures, the NDA 
has granted the Council an extension until the 21st February 2020 
for Officers to feed Members final comments into the response.

1.4. The NDA has stated that it is “happy to receive comments on any 
aspects of [the] Draft Business Plan and these will be considered 
where appropriate. When considering responses to this 
consultation, the NDA will give greater weight to responses that are 
based on argument and evidence, rather than simple expressions 
of support or opposition”. 

1.5. Members can find a copy of the draft Business Plan here:

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nuclear-
decommissioning-authority-draft-business-plan-2020-to-2023 

2. Principles of the Draft Consultation Response

2.1. The draft response is based on the accepted knowledge and 
understanding that Copeland is the host community for the vast 
majority of the UK’s higher level nuclear/radioactive waste and 
spent fuels and will continue to be so for multiple future decades. 
Being the host of the most complex and challenging NDA legacy site 
for circa 70 years, we remain convinced that our views should be 
taken seriously by the NDA.

2.2. The comments on the 2020 to 2023 Plan are formed around the 
Council’s Nuclear Position Statements which were revised in 2019. 

3. Summary and Next Steps

3.1. A draft consultation response has been developed by Officers and 
was sent out for comment on 23rd January 2020. Further comments 
will be welcomed at the meeting after which the response will be 
finalised and submitted to the NDA Business Planning Team 
following approval from the Chair of the Board, Portfolio Holder for 
Nuclear and Corporate Services and the Chief Executive Officer. 

3.2. The final Business Plan for 2020-2023 will be published in the new 
financial year. 
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